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I am on behalf of the Society for Threatened Peoples speaking to highlight the absolutely critical 
situation that the Uyghur, Kazakh and other Indigenous  people in China are being subjected to 
and to urge the UN, member states and the international community to take immediate action to 
address this situation.

While the Uyghurs and Kazakh people have been subjected to discrimination and repression for 
decades at the hands of the Chinese government, the current situation in Uyghur Autonomy 
Region  is worse than I could have imagined.

The Uyghurs are being subjected to a systematic campaign of cultural assimilation and social 
reengineering from the Chinese government, aimed at undermining the existence of the Uyghur 
people are an ethnically and culturally distinct group. Every aspect our identity which defines us 
and makes us unique is being targeted by the Chinese government: our language, history, 
culture and religious beliefs. The Uyghur ethnic identity is at risk of disappearing completely if 
action is not taken.

This has culminated in the Chinese government arbitrarily detaining over 1.5 million Uyghurs, 
Kazaks and other Turk speaking peoples in internment camps across the region. They are being
held in miserable conditions and subjected to political indoctrination, acts of torture and other 
forms of mistreatment.

Those detained in the camps are innocent people whose only crime was being born Uyghur. 
They are our mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, sons and daughters, many of whom have been 
detained and suffering since 2017. Most of the Uyghurs living outside of China have not been 
able to contact their family members since April 2017.

This crisis has affected the entire Uyghur community. Nearly every Uyghur family outside of 
China has family members in the camps or who have disappeared. We are all suffering 
incredibly. In May 2018, I learned that my own mother died while being detained in a camp. She 
was 78 years old. I had not been able to even hear her voice in over 2 years or see her in 
person in over 20 years. Now I will never have the chance to again.

The crisis is affecting all parts of Uyghur society. Outside the camps, heavy security and 
surveillance from the Chinese government has turned the Uyghur homeland into an open-air 
prison. Every word and action is strictly controlled and monitored.

Uyghur children whose parents are detained in the camps are being taken to orphanages run by 
the Chinese government. They are being indoctrinated to forsake the Uyghur language, culture 
and religion and so swear loyalty to the CCP. The Chinese government is trying to eradicate the 
Uyghur identity from the younger generation.

Uyghurs also have no freedom of religion. Long beards, Islamic veils, owning a Quran and 
teaching children about religion have all been banned. Even the most basic acts of religious 
expression are being equated with extremism and terrorism by the Chinese government. 
Chinese authority burned Holly Quran, destroyed more than 5000 mosques. Many Uyghurs are 
being sent to the camps simply for holding religious beliefs.

Uyghur language has also come under threat. Uyghurs are being forced to learn Mandarin 
Chinese in the camps and orphanages. Using the Uyghur language has been heavily 



discouraged and even banned in all schools in the Hotan prefecture since September 2017. 
Uyghurs are being prevented from learning and using their own language in their own homeland.

The Chinese government has refused to release any information about the names, numbers, 
locations and status of those in detention. They have not been charged with a crime, yet are 
detained without receiving a trial. Uyghurs do not know if their disappeared loved ones are dead 
or alive. This complete lack of transparency has raised concerns that China is again engaging in 
organ harvesting from Uyghur detainees.

There have also been numerous disturbing reports of Uyghur women being forced to marry Han 
Chinese men. On Chinese media, inter-marriages between Uyghur women and Han Chinese 
men is being heavily promoted. We are deeply concerned that Uyghur women are being 
targeted by the Chinese government as a means to further erode the Uyghur identity.

If something is not done, a truly unique people, culture, language and history may disappear 
forever. We are facing the worst period in our history. Our basic rights and freedoms are denied 
to us, because of our ethnicity, and the very core of our identity is being attacked. We are 
witnessing a crime against humanity being perpetrated against the Uyghur people, but so far 
China has been able to commit these acts with impunity. This is not acceptable.

Today, I would like to call on the UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres, member states,  the 
international community , especially Indigenous forum  to loudly denounce the persecution of the
Uyghur people and to call on China to close the internment camps.

The Uyghur people have been looking to UN officials and agencies to stand up for their rights 
and condemn these atrocities, but the lack of strong words and actions have been very 
disappointing. Over millions human beings are suffering and an entire ethnic group are facing 
horrific persecution. What will it take for the UN and the international community to take a stand?
How many times will world leaders and the UN sit idly by while crimes against humanity are 
being perpetrated?

We need to ask ourselves what sort of international community we want to be: one which puts 
humanity and human rights first, or one which ignores the suffering of millions of people for the 
sake of geopolitical or economic factors.
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